A FOREST ON THE GROUND,

form the enormous mass, for such were the jangadas, or
river rafts, which attained the dimensions of a small
island.

It was in thisjangada, safer than any other vessel of the
country, larger than a hundred egariteas or vigilingas
coupled together, that Joam Garral proposed to embark
with his family, his servants, and his merchandise.

" Excellent idea ! " had cried Minha, clapping her hands,
when she learnt her father's scheme,

" Yes," said Yaquita, " and in that way we shall reach
Belem without danger or fatigue."

" And during the stoppages we can have some hunting in
the forests on the banks," added Benito.

" Won't it take rather long ? " observed Manoel ; " could
we not hit upon some quicker way of descending the
Amazon ?"

It would take some time, obviously, but the interested
observation of the young doctor received no attention
from any one.

Joam Garrel then called in an Indian who was the
principal manager of the fazenda.

"In a month," he said to him, "the jangada must be
built and ready to launch ! *

" Well set to work this very day, sir 1 "

It was a heavy task. There were about a hundred Indians
and blacks, and during the first fortnight in May they did